How to Complete a Dialectical Notebook

Let us not forget the meaning of dialectic – an intellectual exchange of ideas; investigation of truth through discussion and questioning; Socratic method for revealing truth; or, the tension between conflicting ideas


· Complete this work AS YOU READ.  Have a conversation with the book! 
 
· DNBs you write this year will be used later as study guides for essays and projects, the better you write them, the easier it will be on you in the future.

· Type or write your DNBs, just make sure you follow this format and that they are neat and organized.  Bring them to class daily. I will be checking your progress.

· Your ideas can be words, phrases, bulleted items, or sentences, just as long as they remind you well of your ideas and serve as a good jumping off point for essays and discussions. 

· Do not rewrite the book!  Quantity does not equal quality!

· The length of a typical DNB will vary based on length of reading assignment, but the quality of insight and questioning should remain the same!  
· You should write enough to document your thinking and wise analysis but not stymie your reading focus! 
· If you must ask… for your memoir, complete roughly 5-8 entries per 30 pages, per column. 

· Create two Columns, the left one titled “Text” and right one titled “Response,” fill in these columns with pertinent information—see below for ideas. 


Text (a.k.a. summary)
Do not rewrite the book!
Please number your responses

1. Main elements of plot (SHORT summary of KEY events) – most important!
· Include page numbers and/or chapters (do this as it seems appropriate)

2. Key quotes you know you will want to use again, with page numbers!

3. Recognition of use of literary devices

4. Vocabulary, phrases, euphemisms, other information you had to look up or should remember later


(your unique) Response
Write a variety of types of unique responses.
Be insightful, not just voluminous!

1. A variety of level 2, 3, & 4 questions

2. Analysis of literary devices utilized and their effect

3. Noticing reoccurring ideas/patterns/techniques (motifs)

4. Connections to other texts/history

5. Opinions of characters and their choices and other forms of characterization

6. Predictions about what may come; point out possible foreshadowing

7. Consider the life of the writer





The Levels of Questions


Level ONE: (literal) Basic comprehension questions—they have a right answer that can be found explicitly in the text.  They are like quick quiz questions!

Level TWO:  (inferential) These are higher level thinking questions—students have to infer the answer to these analytical questions.  They often address symbolic or thematic issues in a text or questions that beg literary analysis.

Level THREE: (text-text or text-world) These are also higher level thinking questions that ask students to synthesize, reflect, compare, and/or contrast.  They address larger ideas or themes that occur in the world, in human nature, or across texts.  They beg supplying an importance to the literary analysis presented.

Level Four: (evaluation) These are higher level thinking questions that force students to make judgment that evaluates a character, conflict, situation, or author!  These questions ask opinions regarding the ethics of characters, the effectiveness of the author’s craft, and/or the clarity of intention of author.  These question the value, effectiveness, beauty, quality, fairness, goodness, morality, ethics, etc… of characters and their choices OR that of authors and their choices.



Why Asking Good Questions is Important:

Asking good questions leads to answering questions well!

You need to write various levels of questions, especially levels 2, 3, & 4 in your DNBs.  
We will use your questions throughout the year for group work and discussions.

Down the road, a number of IB assessments ask you to form your own questions as you determine your unique analytical topics.  Practicing writing questions now will help you later!
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