Two Ways of Writing a Comparative Essay!

Block Structure
 (
Introduction that states a claim pertaining to both works
)
 (
You MUST make a clear transition here and distinctly tie the two books together
!
) (
Paragraph 3 about 
TEXT
 2
Consistent reference to 
TEXT
 1 examples
) (
Paragraph 2 about 
TEXT
 2
Consistent reference to 
TEXT
 1 examples
) (
Paragraph 1 about 
TEXT
2
Consistent reference to 
TEXT
 1 examples
 
) (
Paragraph 3 about 
TEXT
 1
Suggests ideas/points of comparison about the second 
text
Please note: 3 is NOT always a magic number, you may have more or less, given your topic!
) (
Paragraph 2 about 
TEXT
 1
Suggests ideas/points of comparison about the second 
text
) (
Paragraph 1 about 
TEXT
 1
Suggests ideas/points of comparison about the second 
text
)


















 (
Conclusion that states a clear SO WHAT about BOTH 
TEXTS
, connecting them clearly and wisely.
)



Parallel Structure
 (
Introduction that states a claim pertaining to both works
)

 (
Paragraph 8 about 
TEXT
 2 – 
OR,
 same paragraph weaving a very narrow topic occurring in both books together
Direct links between both 
works 
in this/these paragraph/s
Again, these are not ma
gic number;
 number of paragraph depends on your topic and your decisions. This is just a structural example!
) (
Paragraph 7 about 
TEXT 
1
) (
Paragraph 6
 about 
TEXT 
2 – 
OR,
 same paragraph weaving a very narrow topic occurring in both books together
Direct links between both 
works 
in this/these paragraph/s
) (
Paragraph 5
 about 
TEXT
 1
) (
Paragraph 3
 about 
TEXT
 1
) (
Paragraph 4 about 
TEXT 
2 – 
OR,
 same paragraph weaving a very narrow topic occurring in both books together
Direct links between both 
works 
in this/these paragraph/s
) (
Paragraph 2 about 
TEXT
 2 – 
OR,
 same paragraph weaving a very narrow topic occurring in both books together
Direct links between both
 works
 in this/these paragraph/s
) (
Paragraph 1 about 
TEXT
 1
)

















 (
Conclusion that states a clear SO WHAT about BOTH 
TEXTS
, connecting them clearly and wisely.
)


